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to genius and intelligence, which is nothing

but a gross affinity offigure and organization.

It is from the relations of motion that a dog

learns the habit of its master, from the rela

tions of figure that the ape counterfeits the

gestures of a man, and from the relations of

organization, that one bird repeats airs ofmu

sic and another imitates speech, which forms

the greatest external difference between man

and man, as between man and other animals,

since language in. some indicates a superior

understanding and an enlightened mind, in

others it barely discovers a confusion of

bor-rowedideas, and in the ideot, or the parrot,

it indicates the last degree ofstupidity, plainly

shewing their incapacity for reflection, al

though they may possess every necessary or

gan for expressing what passes within.

With ease may it be rendered apparent, that

imitation is a mere mechanical effect, of which

the perfection depends on the vivacity with

which the internal material sense receives the

impression of objects, and on the facility of

expressing them by the similitude and the flexi

bility of the exterior organs. Persons whose

senses are delicate and easily agitated, whose

members are active and obedient, make the

best actors, the best mimics, the best apes.
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