http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL IISTORY. 75

of the difference, the cause which constitutes
the individual. Of necessity, then, when their
organization is similar, or they are of the
same species, they must copy each other, do
the same things in the same manner, and imi-
tate cach other with a greater degrec of per-
fection than one man can imitate another.
This talent for imitation, therefore, far from
implying that animals have thought and re-
flection, is a proof that they are absolutely
destitute of both.

For the same recason it is that the education
of animals, though short, is always attended
with success. Almost every thing the parent
knows they quickly learn by imitation. The
young are modelled by the old : they perceive
the latter approach or fly, when they hear cer-
tain sounds, when they see certain objects,
or smell certain odours; at first they approach
or fly without any determinative cause what-
ever, but imitation; and afterwards they ap-
proach or fly of themselves, in consequence of
their having acquired a habit of doing so
whenever they feel the same sensations.

Having compared man with the brute ani-
mal, taken individually, let us now compare
them together collectively, and endeavour at

the same time to ascertain the source of that
L2 kind
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