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kind of industry which we observe in certain

species of animals, and those even the meanest

and the most numerous. For this industry,

what encomiums have not been bestowed. on

particular insects. The wisdom and talents of

the bee, observers speak of with admiration ;

they are said to possess an art peculiar to theme

selves, that of perfect government. A bee

hive, they add, is a republic, in which the la.

bour of each individual is devoted to the pub

lic good, in which every thing is ordered, dis

tributed, and shared, with aforesight, an equity,

and a prwlence, which is really astonishing.

The government and policy of Athens itself,

were not more exemplary. But I should ne

ver have done, were I barely to skip over the

annals of this commonwealth, and to draw

from the history of this insect all the incidents

which have excited the admiration of its dif,

ferent historians.

What can we think of the excess to which

the enlogiums on this. animal have been car

ried? Among other great qualities they are said

to possess the most pure republican principles,

an ardent love for their country, a disinterested

assiduity in labouring for the public good, the

strictest economy, the most perfect geometry
and elegant architecture. Notwithstanding

these
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