
NATURAL HISTORY. 79

lightened intelligence for its cause, implies no

thing more than a blind imitation.

Among men, society depends less on physi

cal agreements than on moral relations. Man

at first measured his strength, his weakness,

his ignorance and his curiosity; he felt that,

of himself, he could not satisfy the multiplicity

of his wants; he discovered the advantage he

should have in society; he reflected on the idea

ofgood and evil, lie engraved it in his heart, by

the help of the natural light communicated to

him through the bounty of the Creator; he

saw that solitude was a state of danger, arid of

warfare; he sought for security and peace in,

society; there he augmented his power and

knowledge, by uniting them with those of

others : and this union is the noblest use he

ever made of his reason. Solely from govern

ing himself, and submitting to the laws of so

ciety, it is that man commands the universe.

Every thing has concurred to render man a

social being; for though large and civilized

societies depend on the use, and sometimes on

the abuse of reason, yet they were doubtless

preceded by smaller societies, whose sole de

pendence was on nature. A family is a natural

society, which is more permanent, and better

Lounded, because their wants and sources of

attach.
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