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deposit their young, in the other their food,

the latter of which they constantly fill; but

here it should be observed that when they prom

vide those apartments for themselves, the latter

are always small, yet if they find a large hole

under a tree which they chuse for their abode,

they fill that also; a fact which renders it clear

they have no intelligence of the nature of their

wants, but are guided by the capacity of the

place they select for depositing their food.

From the same cause may be traced the pre

tended foresight attributed to the feathered race;

nor is it necessary to suppose the Almighty has

conferred on them any particularlaw toaccount

for the construction oftheir nest. Love is the

grand sentiment that excites them to the la

borious undertaking; the male and female feel

a mutual attachment, they wish to be alone,

and therefore seek retirement from the bustle

and annoyances of the world; and having

sought the most obscure part of a forest, to

render that privacy the more comfortable they

collect straws, leaves, &c. to form a com

mon habitation, wherein they may enjoy thein

selves with perfect tranquillity. Some, how

ever, content themselves with holes in trees, or

nests they find which have been formed by

others. But all this does not prove a pre-
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