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It is by the talent of the mind, then, and

not by force, and the other qualities of matter,

that man has been enabled to subdue animals.

In the first ages they were all equally indepen

dent; man, after he became guilty and fero

cious, was veryunfit to deprive them ofliberty.

Before he could approach, know, make choice

of, and tame them, it was necessary that lie

should be civilized himself, to know how to

instruct and command; and the empire over

animals, like every other empire, was not

founded till after society was instituted.

It is from society that man derives his pow

er: from that he perfects his reason, exercises

his genius, and unites his strength. Previous

to the union of society man was perhaps the

most savage, arid the least formidable of all

creatures; naked, defenceless and without shel

ter, the earth to him was only a vast desert

peopled with monsters, of which he frequently
became the prey; and even long after, history
informs us, that the first heroes were only the

destroyers of wild beasts.

But when the human race multiplied, and

spread over the earth, and when, by the aid of
the arts and society, man was able to conquer
the universe, he by degrees lessened the num

ber
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