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this should be done before young horses have

changed their food, for when once they are on

grain or hay they are more vigorous, less'

tractable, and more difficult to break

The bit and the spur are two means made'

use of to bring them into order, the former for

their guidance, and the latter to make them in-'

crease their motion. The mouth' does not ap

pear formed by nature to receive any other

pressions than that of taste and appetite; but

there is so great a sensibility in the mouth of a

horse, that, in preference to the eyes and ears,

we address ourselves to it, to make him under*

stand our pleasure; the slightest motions, or'

pressure of the bit, is sufficient to inform and

determine his course; and this organ of sense

has no other fault than its perfection. Its too

great sensibility requires particular manage

ment, for if it is abused the mouth ofthe horse,

is spoiled, and rendered insensible to the im

pression. of the bit: the senses of sight and

hearing cannot be dulled in this manner; but

in all likelihood it has been found inconvenient

to govern horses by these organs; besides, signs

given them by the sense of feeling have more

effect on animals in general than those con

veyed by the eyes or ears. The situation of

the eyes of horses, with relation to those who

voi,'. v. P mount


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


