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animals are come from me species, 'which, in,

the succession of time, by impr ivilig and de

genera in , has produced all the races of ani

mats which now exist.

The naturalists, who have so easily establish

ed families and vegetables, do not seem to have

considered the whole extent of these conse

quences, which would reduce the immediate

product of the creation, to any number of in

dividuals however small; for, if it was once

proved, that animals and vegetables were

really divided iLtO families, and that there was

a single instance of one species having beeii

produced by the degeneration ofanother; if it

was true, that the ass was only a horse de

generated, there would be 110 bounds to the

power of nature, and, we might, with equal

reason suppose, that from one single individual

being, in the course of time, she might have

produced all the organized bodies which are

iow spread over the universe.

But it is certain, by revel:ttion, that all crea

tures, have equally participated in the favours

of creation; that the two first of each species,

were formed by the hands of the Creator, and

we ought to believe, that they were then nearly,

such as they a[, pear at present in their descend

ants. Besides, since Nature has been observed
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