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and we shall only make use of ttmilies, kinds,

orders, and classes, which are marked out by

Nature herself.

Species, then, 'being nothing more than a

constant succession of individuals alike, and

which reproduce, ought only to extend to ani

mals and vegetables, and that it is only an

abuse of the term, and confounding ideas when

used to point out the different kinds of mine.

rats. We should not then look on iron as one

species, and lead as another species, but only

as two different metals, and should be distin

guished by lines of separation different front

those made use of with respect to animals and

vegetables.

But o return to the degeneration of beings,

and particularly to that of animals. Let us

examine more nearly stilt, the steps of nature,

in the variety which she offers to our view;

and, as the human species is best known to us,

let us observe how far these steps of variation

extend. Men differ in colour from black to

white, they differ also one half in their height,

bulk, lightness, strength, &c. and above all in

their understandings ; but this last quality

having nothing to do with matter, ought not

to be considered here. The others are the

usual --variations f nature, proceeding from

the
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