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02 BUFFON’s

bushy, whitest, and most silky, are the best fod
propagation; especially if they are large, have
thick necks, and walk nimbly. It has also
been remarked, that those which are rather lean
than fat are the most successful breeders.

- The ewes are commonly in season from the
beginning of November to the end of April ;
but they conceive at any time if supplied with
stimulating food, such as salted water,and btead
made of hemp-seed. The ewes are allowed
to go with the ram two or three times, after
which they are separated from him ; he in-
variably attaches himself fo the oldest ewes,
and despises the young ones. During the
coupling season great care must be taken not
to expos¢ the ewes to rain§ or storms, for
moisture prevents conception, and a clap of
thunder often produces an abortion. A dayor
iwo after copulation they may return to their
usual mode of living, for if the salted water,
hempen bread, and other hot foods are con-
tinued, it will prevent their produce. 'Théy
carry their young five months, and drop them
at the beginning of the sixth. They com-
monly bring forth but one lamb, though they
sometimes have two: in warm climates they
produce twicea year, but in France, and those
which are colder, never more than' once. The
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