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he one like the first animal ofhis species, al'-,

though the whole of these breeds* must have

proceeded virtually from him. Nature, not

withstanding, never fails to resume her

rights, when left at liberty to act. Wheat, if

sowii in uncultivated land, degenerates the first

year ; if that is likewise sown it will be more

degenerated in the second generation, and if

cDrltinuecl for a su'cdession of ages the original.

plant of the wheat would appear; and, by an

cxeYiment of this kind, it might be discovered

how iuch titi-re Nature requires to reinstate

herself an'i destroy the effect of art, which

restrained her. This experiment might easily

be made on corn and plants, but it would be

in vain to attempt it on animals, because they

would not only be difficult to couple and unite

but even to manage, and to surmount that in

vincible repugnance they have to every thing

which is contraryto their dispositions or habits.

We need not, therefore, expect to find out, by

this method, which is the primitive race of

dogs,.or any other animals, which are subject

to permanent varieties. But in default of the

knowledgeof these facts, which cannot he ac

quired, 'cve may assimilate particular indica

tions, and from those draw probable conjec

lUTeS.
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