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Though dogs are very ardent in their amours,
it docs not prevent their duration, for they con-
tinue to propagateduringlife, which is usually
limited to fourlcen or fifteen years, though
some have becn known to live till twenty.
Length of life in dogs is, like that of other
animals, proportioned to the time of his
growth : for as they are about two years in
coming to maturity, so they live to twice seven.
The dog’s age may be known by his teeth,
which, when he is young, are white, sharp, and
pointed; and which, in proportion as he advan-
ces in age, become black, blunt, and unequal ;
it is also to be known by the hair, for it turns
grey about the nose, forehead, and round the
eyes. 'These animals, though naturally vigi-
lant, active, and formed for exercise, become,
by being over-fed in our houses, so heavy and
idle, that they pass their lives in sleeping and
eating. T'his sleep, which isalmost continual,
is accompanied by dreams, which is perhaps a
mild manner of existing ; and notwithstanding
they are naturally voracious, yet they can sub-
sist without eating a considerable time: In the
Memoirs -of the Academy of Sciences, there
is'an account of a bitch, who having been ac-
cidentally left in a country-house, subsisted 40
days without any other nourishment than the
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