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hunt by the eye only; neither do they

pro-perlypursue, but rather lie in wait and attack

the aiina1s by surprise; aid after having

played with, and tormented them a long time,

thcy kill theni without any necessity, evea

when well fed and in no want ofprey to satis

fy their appetites.
The most immediate physical cause oftheir

inclination to seize other animals by surprise,

comes from the advantage they receive from

the particular conformation of their eyes. The

pupil in man, and many other animals, is

capable of a certain degree of contraction and

dilatation; it enlarges a little'wheii the light i

faint, and contracts when it becomes too strong;

in cats and nocturnal 'birds, as owls &c. this

contraction and dilatation is so considerable

that the pupil, wbicli in the dark is Iargd and

round, becomes in the day, long aiid narrOw

like a line; and therefore these animals see bet

ter in the night than in I lie clay. There is a per

petual contraction in the eye of the cat during'

he day, and it is only by a great effort that

e can see in a strong light, vbcreas, in the tssi

light, the pupil resumes its natural form, lie

sees perfectly, and iirofits frOm this sujeriori

ty to know, attack; and sirprise his prey.

It. ónot. be siid that cals; fir uh hiyingin
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