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NATURAL IHISTORY. 9

Africa, as in Guinca, and the Gold Coast, at
Madarm?smr, where the natives had domestic
cats, and at the Capc of Giood Hope, where
Kolbe says, there are also, though in a small
number, wild cats of a blue colour ; and these
blue or rather slate-coloured catsare also fuum[
in Asia. Pietrodella Valle says*, ¢ In Persia

there are cats of a specms which propcrl y be-
long to the province of Charazan. Their bme

and form are like those of the common cat 3
their beauiy COIlSlbtb in their colour, and in thcu‘
hair which is grey, spotless, and uniform over
the w holc body, except that it is darker on thé
back and the head, and shaded lighter on the
breast and belly, until itapproaches a degreeof
whiteness ; which agreeable mixture,to use the
langmge of :he painters, forms akind of chiaro-
obscuro that hasa wonderful effect. BLSI(]GS
their hair is shining, soft and delicate as silk,
and so long, that, though more smooth than
1ouo*h, yet it is curled, particularly undcr the
neck. These cats are to the rest of their spc-
cies, what the water-dogs are to that of the dog.
The most beautiful part of their body is the
tail, which is very long and covered with hair
of five or six inches in lcn'r*h and which they

tu:n up over their backs like the squirrel, and
| ﬂle

* T'ravels of Pictro della Valle, vol. v, pp. 98 and 9.
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