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19 BUFFON’S

they find the game diminish than i]}ey broke
their truce with the rats and fought them vigo.
rously.” \

In general catsare not, like dogs, subjecttode-
generate when transported into warm climates.
Bosman sa j’s, ¢ the European cats when car-
ried into (Giuinea preserve their original figure

“the same.”  Their natureis indeed more con-
stant, and as their domestic state is neither so
entire, universal, nor perhaps so ancient as that
of the dog, it is not surprising that they should
have undergone less variation. Our domestic
cats, though they differ in colour, do not form

‘distinct and separate races; the climates of
Spainand Syriahaving alone produced varieties
which are permanent. To these might indeed

“be added the climate of Pe-chi-ly, in China,

“where there are cats with long hair and pen-
dant ears, and of which the Chinese ladies are
“very fend.  These domestic cats with pendant
cars, of which we have descriptions, are more

“removed than those with straight ears, from
the wild primitive race.
~ We shall here close the history of the cat,
“and with it that of domestic animals ; of these
“our number is confined to the horse, the ass, the
ox, thesheep, thegoat, thehog, thedog,and the

cat. Weadd not to this list the camel, the
clephant
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