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NATURAL HISTORY. 23

purtenances. Thus the earth procduces plaits,
the earth and plants make animals, and of the
carth, plants, and animals, arc formed men ; for
the qualities of vegetables, proceed immediate-
ly from the soil and air; the temperament and
other relative qualities of animals which feed
on herbs, have a close affinity to the particu-
lar kinds they use, and the physical qualities
of men, and other animals which subsist on
flesh, as well as on vegetables, depend, though
more remotely, on the same causes, whose in-
flucnce extends even to disposition and man-
ners. Size and form, which appear to be ab-
soluteand determined qualities, depend, never-
theless, like the relative qualities upon the in-
flucnce of the climate. The size of our largest
animals are greatly inferior to that of the cle-
phant, rhinoceros, or hippopotamus; our lar-
gest birds are but small if we compare them
with the ostrich, condor, or the cassowary ; and
what comparison can be made between the
fishes, lizards, and serpents of our regions, and
the whale, the walrus, and manati, which -
habit the northern seas ; or the crocodiles, large
lizards, and enormous adders which infest the
southern climes, both by land and water? And
if we consider each species in different climates,

we shall find sensible varieties both in size and
ficure,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


