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crowd ofattendant flatterers. To enjoy them

selves in real social affections, to preserve pri
vate friendships, to nourish sentiments a thou

sand times more precious than all the ideas of

grandeur, they have need ofretirement from the

bustle of business, and what retirement can af

ford greater variety, or be accompanied with

more animation than the chace? what exercise

can be more beneficial to the body ? what re

laxation more agreeable to the mind?

To be always acting, or holding intercourse

with man, would be as fatiguing as perpetual

thinking. Man is not intended by Nature for

the contemplation of abstract matters; to oc

cupy himself in different pursuits, to lead a

sedentary 1if, and to make his study his centre

of existence, is, by no means a natural situa

tion, any more than it is to be perpetually

agitated by the caprices of other men, and to

be continually constrained to keep a guard

over his looks, words, and actions. Whatever

ideas we may entertain ofoursclves, it is evident

that to personatc is not to be, and that we are

less calculated to think than to act, to reason

that to enjoy. True pleasure CansiSS in the

unrestrained use of ourselves. Our best pos

sessions are those we have from .Nature. It is

the air and the earth, the plains and the forests
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