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NATURAL HISTORY« A5

liave seldom fine horns or good flesh 5 they are
later in beginning to rut, and their horns are
neither shed nor renewed so early as others.
Thus every circumstance concurs to prove,
that the homs, like the seminal fluid, are
merely the redundant superfluity ofthe organic
juices which cannot be employed in develop-
ing and supporting the animal body.

1t is the insufliciency of food, therefore, that
retards the growth of the horns and diminishes
their size; and perhaps it would not be impos-
sible, by scanty diet, greatly to prevent theiy
growth without having recourse to castration.
It is certain that castrated stags eat less than
others ; and the reason the females of this spe-
cies, as well as the fallow deer, the roe, and the
elk, have no horns, is because they cat less than
the males, and because at the very tiine the re-
dundance would naturally happen,and appear
externally,theyarcwithyoung,andconsequent.
Iy the superfluous juices are first employed in
nourishing the feetus and afierwards in produ-
cing m:lk for the fawn. The objection that the
female rein deer is furnished with horns rather
supports what is here advanced ; for of all qua-
drupeds which have horns, the rein deer has
by much the largest in propartion to his size,
as they frequently extend the whale length o
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