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The horns of the stag increase in bulk and

height from the second year to the eighth, and

from that time remain with equal beauty

during all the vigor of life; but hen he

begins to decline with age they decline also.

It rarely happens that our stags have more than

20 or 22 antlers, and even this number is by

no means colistant, but he will have a greater

number one year than another, according to

the nuiurishinent and rep)se he has enjoyed ;

and upon the same circumstances the size and

quality of the horns likewise depend. It is

like the wood of the forest, large, tender, and

light, in moist and fertile countries, and short,

bard, and heavy in such as are (try and barren.

The size and shape of the animals also vary

accrrdng to ilie districts they inhabit. Those

vliich range in. values, or gently-rising hills,

abounding in grain, are iiiuch larger than

thosewhich frequent dry and rocky mountains;

the latter are short and thick; tile)' are not so

swift as the former, but can run much longer ;

they are likewise more mischievous; their

horns are short and black, like a tree stinted in

its growth, whose bark is always of a darkish.

11 no ; whereas the horns of those which feed

on plains are lofty, and of a clear red, like the

v.ood and bark of trees which grow in a good

Soil
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