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74 BUFFON’S

critical time, when this species, which is not
very numerous, suffers the greatest destruc-
tion, as I have found by experience. [ often
reside in a part of the country (Montbard in
Burzondy) famous for voe-bucks, and where
not 1 $DTINE PAsSes without a great number
being broneht e, some takenaliveby men,and
others kitied by degs ; insomuch that, without
counting those killed by wolves, 1 am convine-
el more are destroyed in the month of May
than in all the rest of the year ; and I have ob-
served, for more than tweniv-five years, that as
it there sabsisted a pertect eguilibrinm between
the caases of destruction and renovation, their
number is nearly thesame in the same districts.
It is not dillicult to count them, as they are no
where very numerous, and keep together in
separate familics, and distinct from that of any
other. Ina coppice, for example, of 100
acres in circumference, there will be found one

family, or from three to five individuals, for the

females will sometimes have but one fawn, and

at others three, butcither case seldom happens;

in another district more extensive, there will be

seven or cight, that is two families ; and I have

remarked that in cach district their numbers

have been uniform, excepting in those years

when the wialers have been remarkably severe ;
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