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NATURAL XHISTORY. D

in that case the whole family is destroyed, but
by the next year it is succceded by another ;
and those districts to which they give the pres
ference are always stocked with nearly the
same quantiity of them. Notwithstanding this,
it is asserted, that thisspecics, upon the whole, is
diminishing in number ; and, indeed, it is true,
that there are provinces in France wheic not
one of them is to be found ; that though com-
mon in Scotland there are none in England ;
very few in Italy, and they are more scarce in
Sweden than formerly, &c.  But these effects
might arisc from the diminution of forests, or
from the excessive rigour of some winters, like
that of 1709, by which they were almost all
destroyed in Burgundy, and a number of years
elapsed beforethey were renewed. Besices they
are not cagually fond ofevery country, and even
in the same country thicy are partial (o particu-
lar spets. Theylovehilly grounds, and never
remain in the deeprecesses of extensive forests,
but prefer the skirts of those woods which are-
surrcunded with cultivated fields, and open
coppices, wherethe brambles, buck-thorn, &c,
grow in plenty.

The fawns continue with the old ones eight
or nine months, and soon after separating their
korns begin to appear, simple knobs without

antlersy
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