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menting their race, so docs the human specics
always remain thesame ; the variationsonly are
more slow, because the life of man being lon-
ger than that of small animals, the alternate
changes of increase and diminution must ne-
cessarily require a greater portion of time.
Buf time itself is only an instant in the succes<
sion of ages, and only strikes us the more
forcibly, from having been accompanied with
horror and destruction; for, taking all the
inhabitants of the globe together, the number
of the human race, like that of other animals,
will, at all times, appcar tobe nearly the same;
as this depends entirely upon an equilibrium
of physical causes, an equilibrium to which
cvery thing has long been reduced, and
which neither the efforts of man, nor any
moral circumstances whatever, can diss
solve ; those circumstances themselves being
dependant on physical causes. W hatever
care man may bestow on his own species,
he will never be able to render it more nu«
merous in one place without destroying or
diminishing it in another*.  As soon as any
one

* We were at first inclined to combat this position of our
learned author, with those reasons, founded uponfacts,which

may be adduced against it ; but he has himself so completely
replied to it at the end of his dissertation upon wild animals,
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