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Hares sleep much, but always with their

eyes open. They have neither eye-lids, nor

cilia, and seem to have bad eyes; but as if for

a recompence of that. defect, their hearing is

exceedingly acute, and their ears are very large

proportion to the size of their bodies. They

move these long ears with great facility, and

use them as an helm to direct their. course,

which is so rapid that they easily outstrip all

other animals. Their fore legs being much

shorter than their hind ones they can more

easily mount than descend, for which reason

when pursued they always make towards the

rising grounds. 'I heir running is a kind of

leaping gallop, and they proceed without mak

ing the smallest noise, as their feet, even under

neath, are covered with hair, and perhaps they

are the only animals which have hair growing

within side of their mouths. The hare does not

live above seven or eight years; he completes

his growth in one, and the duration of its life

is proportioned to this period, for he lives to

about seven times that space. Some indeed as

sert that the males live longer than the females,

but that I much doubt. They pass their lives

in solitude and silence, and never exert. their

voices but when seized or wounded; their

cry is sharp and strong, and not unlike the

human
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