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08 BUFFON’S

human voice. They are not so savage as by
their habits and manners might be supposed ;
they are gentle, and susceptible of a specics of
improvement. They are casily tamed, but
never acquire that degree of attachment which
is requisite to render them domestic, for those
which are taken very young, and brought up
in a house, will take the first opportunity to
escape and fly into the country. Asthey have
a good ear, as they sit of their own accord
upon their hind legs, and use the fore legs like
arms, some have been so tutored as to beal a
:drum, to perform gestures in cadence, &c.

In general the hare possesses sufficient in-
stinct for its preservation, and sagacity to
escape its enemics. It prepares itself a form,
or nest ; in winter he chuses a spot exposed to
the south, and in summer one to the north.
To conceal himself from view he hides among
hillocks of the same colour with his own hair.
¢¢ T have seen,” says du I'ouilloux, ¢ a hare so
cunning, that upon hearing the huntsman’s
horn he started from his form, and though at
the distance of a quarter of a league, hasted
to a pond, and there hid himself among the
rushes in the middle of it, and thus escaped the
pursuit of the dogs. T have seen a hare, which
after running more than two hours before the

| dogs,
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