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NATURAL IIISTORY. 109

forth its young, protect it from the wolf, fox,
and Lirds of prey. Here the whole family live
in perfect security; Lere the females nourich
their young, for the space of two months, nor
ever conduct them abroad until they havesuf-
ficicnt strength to provide for themscives. By
this means they avoid the dangers of their carly
age; whilehares, on the contrary,are destroyed
in greater numbers at this mnod than during
all the rest of their lives. This circumstance
alone may suflice {o prove thatl the rabbit 1s
superior to the harcin point of sagacity. They
arcalike in their conformation, and have ceqnal
power to dig retreats. Both arcequally tinid;

but the one, possessed of less art, is contented
with forming a residence on thesurface of the
carth, where it remeins countinually 0\1,\,50\

while the other, by a superior instinet, digs into
the earth, ond secures itself an -1.\}1nm ; and as
a proot this is the cifect of sentiment, we never
see ihc domesiic rabbit taking that trouble.
‘They neglect seenring themselves retreats, from

the same reason {hat domestic birds neglect the
builiding of nesls, because they are equally

profected from the inconveasiences which both
species in their nataral state must necessarily
have been linble to. It has been often remari-
cd, thai when a warren is repleanished with do-
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