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family very soon augmented, but even those
which had become fathers were still suboridinate
to him. W henever they fought, whether for
females or food, their great progenitor would
run to the place of dispute, and as sccn as he
was perceived order would be immediately re-
stored. If he surprised them in the act of
assaulling each other, he would first separate
and then chastise them on the spot.  Another
proof I had of his dominion over bis posterity
was, that having accustomed them {o retire
into their place upon the blowing of a whistle,
whenever I gave the signal, how distant socver
they might bc, this old one put himself at their
head, and though hie came first he made them
all pass before, nor would he eater till last
himself. I ,fed them with wheat, bran, hay,
and a gnod deal of the juniper-trec; of this
last they ate all the berries, the leaves and the
bark, and left nothing but the hard woeod.
This food gave their flesh an agrecable fla-
vour, and rendered it as good as that of the
wild rabbits
These animals live cight or nine yeavs; and
as lirey pass the greater part of their lives in
burrows, where they remain in repose and
tranquillity, they grow much fatter than hares.
Their flech is also very different, both in colour
and
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