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sible beings1 Those, on the contrary, who do

not form so complete a whole, whose parts have

a less intimate correspondence, who have seve

ral ccntrcs of feeling, and under one cover seem

less to comprise a perfect animal, than to con

tain several centres of existence separate from

each other, will be beings far less sensible.

The pieces of a polypus, which has been cut,

live separately; the head of a wasp, which is

divided from the body, lives, moves, and even

eats as before; a lizard, when cut in two, is

neither deprived of motion nor feeling; the

amputated limbs ofa lobster are renewed; the

heart ofa turtle vibrates for a long time after

it is taken out of the body; all those insects,

in 'which the principal viscera, as the heart

and lungs, do not unite in the centre, extend

throughout the body, and form, as it were, a

series of hearts, and oilier viscera; all fishes,

'whose organs of circulation have but little

action; in short, all animals, whose organiza

lion is more or less remote from ours, have

more or less sentiment.

In man, and in the animals which resemble

him, the diaphragm appears to be the centre of

sentiment; it is on this nervous part that the

impressions of pain and pleasure are directed;

it is o this that all the movements of the
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