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been animals, and even children, born without

either head or brain, yet endowed with senti

ment, inoti n, and life. In insects and worms

the brain is not perceptible, having only a

part which corresponds wih ihe spinal mar

row, and therefore the spinal marrow might

more reasonably be supposed the scat of sensa

tion, being common to all animals, shich the

brain is nDt.

The greatest obstacle to the advancement of

human knowledge, lies not so much in the

things themselves, as in our manner of consi

dering them. however complicated the body

of man may be, his ideas are more so. It is

less difficult to understand Nature as she is,

than comprehend her as she is represented.

She has only a veil, but we give her a mask, and

conceal her with prejudices; and we suppose

she acts and operates as we act and think; but

her actions however are clear, and our thoughts

are obscure; her designs and operations are

always uniform and certain, which we seem

to confound with the variable illusions of our

own imaginations. I speak not merely of ar

bitrary systems and imaginary hypotheses, but

of the methods by which we generally study

Nature. Even experiment, although the most

certain method, has been productive of more
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