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error than truth; as the smallest deviation leads

to barren wilds, or exhibits a glimpse ofobscure

objects; to which affinities and properties are

ascribed, and those steps being followed by the

whole world, the consequences derived from

them are admitted as fixed principles. Of this

I might give a proofby exposing what are cal

led principles in all the sciences, both abstract

and real. In the former the general basis of

principle is abstraction, or one or more suppo

sitions; in the latter, principles are nothing

more than consequences, whether true or false,

ofthe methods which we have adopted. Let us

take anatomy for an example: must notthefirst

man who surmounted natural repugnance, and

,ventured to open a human body, suppose that

by dissecting and examining all its parts, he

should obtain a knowledge of its structure,

mechanism and functions? but finding the sub.
.1

more complicated than lie had imagined,

he was obliged to renounce those pretensions,

and to adopt a method, not by which he might

know and judge, but by which he might view

the parts ma certain order. This method, how

ever, was not to be acquired by one man; it

was to occupy the attention of ages, and even

of our ablest anatomists to the present day, and

even when acquired it is not science, but the

road


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


