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toad which leads to it; an(] which might liav

done so if in of keeping within the narrow

and beaten track, anatomists had extcded t1

path, by corn paring, the human body with that

of other animals; tbi does not the fotindatiori

0f1 all science consist in a comparison ofsimilai

and different objects, of their analogous and

opposite properties, and of all their relative

qualities? And hence it is, that although hu

man bodies have been dissected for three thou

sand years, anatomy still remains nothing more

than a nomenclature, and hardly any advances

have been made towards the real object, the

knowledge of the animal economy; in which

Nature certainly appears very mysterious, not

only because the subject is complicated, but

because, having neglected those modes ofcom

parison, which alone could have afforded us

any light, we have been immersed in the ob

scurity of doubt, or bewildered in the laby.m

rinth of vague hypotheses. \Ye have millions

f volumes descriptive of the human body,
NN-bile the structure ofanimals has b'een almost

ntircly neglected. The most minute parts of

man have been named and described, and yet'
we know not whether those parts are to b

found in oilier animals. Certain functions have,

Lcn ascribed to certain organs, 'without know.
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