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flesh. The Pythagorean diet so highly cxtoL.

led by sonie ancient and modern philosophers,

and even recommended by certain physicians,

was assuredly not prescribed by Nature. In

the golden age, man, as innocent as Ili dove,

sought for no nourishment but acorns of the

forest, and pure water of the stream. Sur

rounded with subsistence, he was free from

inquietude, lived independently, and at peace

-%6th himself and other animals ; but losing

sight of his dignity, lie sacrificed his liberty

to the union of society, and exchanged a li(è

of repose for tumultuous warfare. Of his na

ture thus depraved, the first fruits 'verc cruelty

and an appetite for flesh and blood; and this

depravity the invention of arts and manners

served to complete. Thus have philosophers

austere, and by senliment savage, in all ages,

reproached the civilized part of mankind.

Flattering their own pride at the expence of

their species, they have presented a picture

which has no value but from the contrast it

exhibits. Did this state of ideal innocence,

of perfect temperance, of entire abstinence

from flesh, of profound peace and tranquillity
ever exist? Is it not a fable in which man,

like an animal, has been employed to convey
moral lessons? Can virtue have subsisted be

fore
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