
138 UJFF0N'S

sistence, though too feeble to retain the ideas,

svhicli might have been communicated to

them.

Let us, then, examine this man in a pure

stale of nature, that is, this savage living as

the head of a family; if the family p1osicrs he

soon becomes chief of a numerous body, all

observing the same customs, and speaking the

same language; at the third or foi.irth genera

lion, they ji1 become a small nation, vhich,

increasing by time, vfll either be formed into

a civilized people, or remain in a savage state,

as circumstances may concur. If they reside

in a mild climate, and a fertile soil, where they

meet with nothing but (lcsarts, or people like

themselves, they will remain in their pristine

state, and, according to circumstances, become

the friends or enemies of their neighbours.

But if uncr a severe climate, and pinched for

want, Of suste;iance, or room, they will make ir.

ruptions, fi)rnl colonies, and blend themselves

vith other nations, of which they will either

become the conquerors or slaves. 'Thus man,

in every situation, and in every rcioii, still

aims at society ; it is, in(iced, an unifrrn effect,
of a necessary cause, si;cc without it the pro

çagat ion, and, of course, the existence ofman,

kind would cease.
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