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climate, teinperanlent, and disposition, would

intermix. Among the weasels, it is true, there

are some larger than others; but this (liflCrCflCC

never exceeds an inch in the whole length of

the body ; but the ermi;c is full two inches

longer than the largest weasel. Neither of them

are to be tamed, but must always be kept in an

iron cage. Neither of thcni will eat honey,

nor ransack the bce-hives, like the marten and

polecat: and therefore, the ermine is not the

wild weasel, the ictis of Aristotle, which lie

says is easily tamed, and very fond of honey.

o far are the weasel and ermine from being

easily tamed, that they will not even eat if

taken notice of, but are in continual agitations,

endeavouring to conceal themselves ; and in

order to preserve them it is necessary they

should be supplied with a parcel of wool or

flax, in which they may hide themselves, and

which they make a receptacle for whatever is

given them, and seldom ever eat but in the

night; and rather than cat fresh meat they keep
it for two or three days that it may corrupt.

They sleep three parts of the day, and even

vheii at liberty they set apart the night for the

search of their prey. When a weasel enters a

hen-roost he never meddles with the cocks or

old hens, but singles out the pullets and young

chicks,
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