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chicks, which lie kills by a single bile on the

head, and then carries away the whole, one

after another; he also destroys the eggs, and

sucks them with incredible avidity. In winter

they generally reside in ganaries, or hay-lofts,

where the females often continue in the spring,

and bring forth their young among the hay

and straw; and during this period she makes

war with the rats and mice with more success

than the cats, since she follows them into their

holes, and so renders it impossible for them to

escape; she also attacks and destroys the pi

geons in their houses, and sparrows, and other

birds, in their nests. In summer they remove

to some distance from the houses, alway choos

ing low grounds, about mills and streams,

hi(iing themselves among the bushes, to catch

the birds; they sometimes take up their abodes

in old willows, where the females bring forth

their young, for which she prepares a bed of

grass, straw, and leaves; she litters in the

spring, and it generally consists of from three

to five. They are brought forth with their

eyes closed but they very soon acquire growl Ii

and strength sufficient to follow the mother to

the chace. They attack alders, water-rats,

moles, field mice, &c. and traversing the met

dow devour quails and their eggs. They

have
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