
209

is almost entitled to an exemption from thi

class, He is neither carnivorous nor injurious,

though lie sometimes seizes on birds his corn-

food consists of fruit, almonds, nuts,.

beech mast, arid acorns; he is handsome, live,

.1y, alert, and industrious ; hi eyes are fill of

fire, he has a good countenance, nervous body,

and supple limbs; the beauty of his form is

heightened by a spreading tail, resembling a

plume of feathers, which lie raises above his

bead, to form a kind of shade against the sun.

The under part of his body is furnished with

an apparatus to the full as remarkable, and

which indicate strong general ive faculties.

The squirrel may be said to be less a quad ru

ped than any oilier four-fooled animal. He

generally holds himself almost upright, using'

his fore feet like hands in conveying food to

his month. Instead of biding under the earth

be is continually in the air, approaching the

birds by his lightness and activity like them

lie dwells upon the tops of trees, traverse the

forests, by leaping from branch to branch,

builds himself a nest, picks up grains and

seed, drinks the dew, and does not descend to

the earth but when the trees are violently agi

tated by the wind. He is never found in fields

nor open countries; he approaches not the

habitation
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