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foti:rlily, because as in this same species large

and small individuals are found, that circum

stance might lead them to consider the former

as one, and the latter as a-uother; and, lastly,

because the descripl ions of these two pretend

ed species are in no respect complete; and we

ought not to trust such vague characteristics

to establish a specific (hfkrCflCe.

The ancients, indeed, mention two species,

the one under the denomination ofrnns arestis

,najor, the other under that of nuts agrestis

minor. These two species are very common,

and we are as well acquainted with them as

the ancients were; the first is our long-tailed

field-mouse; and the other, known by the

name of the short-tailed field-mouse, but as

it materially differs both from the rat and long.

tailed field-mouse, I have not followed the ge

neric appellation, but adopted that of the Ita.

lc-in, and call it cainpagnol.

The long-tailed field-mice, as we have al.

ready intimated, are fond of dry and elevated

grounds. They are to be found in great num

bers in woods and in adjoining fields. They
conceal themselves in holes under brush-wood,

or trunks oftrees, which they find already made,

or %hicli they dig, in which they amass such

uantitics of nuts and acorns, that a bushel has

been
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