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been found contained in one of them; and this

provision is not proportioned to the wants of

the animal, but to the capacity of the place al

lotted for its reception. These holes are gene

rally more than a foot uuderground, and often

divided into two cells, the one for living in with

their young, and the other asa. granary. I have

often witnessed the considerable damage done

by these animals in plantations. They will fol

low the furrow of a plough and take up all the

new-sown acorns, which they convey to their

holes; and in a nursery of trees they are more

destructive than all the birds and other animals

put together. The only method I could ever

find to prevent this evil, was to set traps at every

tenth pace distance, through the whole extent

of the new-sown ground. No other bait is ne

cessary than placing a roasted nut under a flat

stone, supported by a piece of slick, to which

the nut must be fastened ; this they are very

fond of, and will come eagerly to seize; but no

sooner do they touch it than the stone falls and

crushes them to death. I have made use of the

same expedient against the campagnol, which

is also very destructive. When I first adopt?
ed this method, I desired care might be taken

lo bring me all the animals that were caught in

tiaps, and it was with ast@nisbmctit I found

more
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