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more than 100 were taken daily, and this in a

piece of land consisting of not more than 40

acres. I obtained more than 20001n. this man

ner, from the 15th of November to the Silt of

December; their numbers afterwards decreased

gradually, till the hard frosts commenced, when

they retire to their holes, and feed upon what

they have collected. A number of years have

elapsed since I first made this experiment, and.

which I always repeated when I sowed trees,

and never had reason to complain of its mclii.

cacy. It is in autumn they chiefly abound; in

spring they are not so numerous, for if their

provisions run short during the winter the

strong devour the weak; they also eat the

short-taile(l species, and several sorts of birds,

beginning always with the brains and finishing

with the rest of the body. I once put a dozen

of these field-mice in a cage, and accustomed

them to be fed every Inoruing by eighit o'clock;

but neglecting them one morning for about a

quarter of an hour, one of them had been eaten

by the rest; next clay they devoured another,

and in a few days only one remained; the others

having been killed and in part devoured; even

the one that survived had his legs and tail

mutilated.

The rat multiplies very fast, but the increase

of
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