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devoured them one after another. I was

sur-prisedthat so indolent an animal should disco

ver such marks of impatience at confiuenicnt.

A hedge-hog which had one day got into the

kitchen, took some meat out of a small kettle,

and then defiled it it1i its excrement. I kept

males and females in the same apartments, but

though they lived they never coupled. I put

several of them in my garden, where they did

so little damage that it was hardly perceivable

they were there ; they lived upon the fallen

fruits, and dug the earth to a small depth with

their snouts; they eat caterpillars, wornis,

beetles, and some roots; and they are also very

fond of flesh, which they devour either raw or

roasted.

In the country they are commonly found in

the woods, under the hunks ofold trees, in the

clefts of rocks, and in vineyards. I do not

believe fliey climb trees, as has been asserted,

or make use of their prickles to carry off the

fruit ; they seize with the mouth every thing

they eat, and though they are very numerous

in our forests, I never heard of one being seen

upon a lice, but are always found in hollow

places, or under moss. They remain inactive

all (lay, arid only go about during the night.

They seldom approach human habitations;
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