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they prefer dry and elevated grounds, yet are
sometimes found in meadows. W hen touched
they do not offer to escape or defend them-
sclves, cither with their feet or teeth 5 but roll
themselves up, and are only to be made to ex-
tend by plunging them into cold water; they
sleep during the winter, and therefore if, as it
is said, they amass provisions in summer, they
would be entirely useless. They at no time
eat much, and can exist a long time without
any food. Like all other animals who sleep in
winter, their blood is cold ; their flesh is not
good to eat, nor is their skin, though it was
formerly employed in the preparation of hemp,
eonverted to any use.

According to some authors there are two
species of the hedge-hog, one with a snout like
a hog, and the other with a short muzzle like
a dog ; but I know of but one, and of which
there are even no varieties in our climates.
This animal is pretty generally diffused; they
are in every part of Europe, except Lapland,
Norway, and the other very cold countrics.
Flacourt says there are hedge-hogs at Mada-
gascar, where they arc called Sora. The
hedge-hog of Siam, mentioned by Father
Tachard, scems to be another animal. Those
of America and Siheria evidently approach
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