
NATURAL HISTORY.

the dispositions, manners, and talents, of this

animal, and they doubtless are preferable to

qualities more brilliant, which are perhaps

more incompatible with happiness than even

an absolute deprivation of sight.

The mole shuts up the entrance to its re

treat, which it seldom leaves, unless forced by

heavy rains, or it becomes demolished by man.

It prefers cultivated grounds, and is never to

be found in those which are muddy, bird, or

stony; and delights in a soft soil, well supplied

with esculent roots, insects and worms, of

which its principal nourishment consists. As

they seldom come above ground they have but

few enemies, and easily elude the pursuit of

carnivorous animals. Their greatest calamity

is an inundation, and when that happens, they

are seen swimming in great numbers, and using

every effort to save themselves by reaching the

high grounds; but the greatest part of them

perish, as well as their youn-r who remain in

the holes. Were it not for such accidents,

from their great fecundity, they would be ex

tremely incommodious to flirmers. T[',-%>Y cou

ple at the beginning ofspring, and their young
oics are found as early as May. They gene'

Tally have four or five at a time, and it is easy

to distinguish the mole-hill under which they
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