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THE BAT.

'THOUGh all beings are equally perfect in

Themselves, as coming from the hands of the

Creator, yet, in their relation to man, some

appear more accomplished, and others more

imperfect or deformed The former are those

whose figures are agreeable to us, and which

we esteem complete, because all their parts

are well connected, their members propor

lioned, and their functions easy and natural.

Thclattcr are those whose qualities are offensive

to us, whose nature deviates from other beings,

and whose forms differ from those whence

we drew our first sensations, and those ideas

which serve to model our judgments. The

head of a man upon the neck of a horse, its

body covered with feathers, and terminated

with the tail of a fish, is a picture ofenormous

deformity, only because it is an assemblage

of the most incongruous diversities of nature.

An animal, like the bat, which is half qua

druped and half bird, and which, in fact, i
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