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nmflt-, and other nocturnal insects. These

they swallow entire, and in their excrements

ve meet with the remains of wings and oilier

dry parts which they were unable to digest

Having one (lay descended into the grottoes

of Arcy to examiie the sthlectitcs, I was sur

prised to find, upon a spot covered with alabas

ter, and in a. place so gloomy, a kind of earth

so very different; it consisted of blackish mat-

ter several feet in width and breadth, and com-

posed almost entirely of wings and legs of in-

sects, as ifimmense numbers had collected there

and prishcd together. This heap, however,

was nothing more than the dung of bats,amass

ed, probably, from their having made that

Their favourite residence for many years; for in

the whole extent O'f'tlie grottoes, which is more

than the eighth of a league, I saw no other simi

lar mass; 1 therefore concluded that they had

axed upon this spot, because a small gloomy

light reached it from the top, and that they

had not proceeded further, lest they should

av beii too much enveloped in obscurity.
Bats have nothing in common with birds, ex.

cept the faculty offlying, and therefore must he

classed among quadrupeds; but as the ability
to fly implies a great degree of force in the

nper.ior and anterior parts of the body, the

peCto
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