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of milk and butter they are particularly fond ;

and, though less inclined to theft than the cat,

they industriously endeavour to get into a

dairy, where they will lap great quantities of

milk, ptirn all the whilc like a cat when she

is pleased. Milk, indeed, is the only liquid

ior which they sliew any inclination, as they

seldom drink water, and refuse me.

There seems to be a combination of the bear

and the rat in the form of the marmot, 'yet

it is not the arctonyjs, or rat-bear of the an

cients, as Pcrrault, and several others have

imagined. Its nose, lips, and form of the

head, are like those of the hare; it has the hair

and claws of the badger, the teeth of the

beaver, the whiskers of the cat, the eyes of the

loir, the feet of a bear, with a tufted tail and

short cars. The hair on its back is a reddish

brown, more or less dark, and very harsh, that

on the belly is reddish, arid more soft. Its

voice resembles that of a young dog when

played with or caressed, but when irritated or

frightened it raises a cry, so loud and shrill,

that it hurts the drum of the car. It is a very
clean animal, and retires, like the cat, upon

necessary occasions ; but, like the rat, it has

a very strong disagi-ceable smell, especially
in the summer. In autumn it is loaded with

fat,
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