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alarm. by akind of whistle, and is himself file

last to enter the cell.

Tiwy make o provision for winter, as if

they foresaw that such a precaution would
be

useless; but when, they perceive the first ap

proaches of the season, in which they will be

i a torpid state, they close up the entrance of

their dwelling, and which they euibct with so

much solidity and care, that it is much more

easy to dig up the earth in any other part. They

are at this time very fat, and some ofthem will

weigh twenty pounds ; in this plight hey re

main three months, after which they waste

by degrees, and are quite 'thin by the en(l of

winter. When discovered in their retreats

they are rolled up like balls, and covered wih

hay ; in this state they may be take!1 away, and

even killed, without. shewing any sense of pain.

The fattest are generally thkcn for food, aiid

the young ones kept for laming. Like the

dorinause they are revived by a gradual heat,

and those kept warm in a house never become

torpid, but are as lively in the winter as at any

other time. We have already observed that

the torpid stale is occasioned by 'the congela

tion of the blood, and it is remarked in the Phi

losophical Transactions, No. 97, that WIJCTI

in this state of torpor, Ilie circulation of the

Mood is slow, the secretions languid, and the

blood
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