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NATURAL HISTORY. 285

in the vast forests, and in almost all the desarts
of the earth, devour live animals and even car~
casses when in a putrid state.  Black bears are
seldom found in cold countries, but the red or
brown ones we find in the cold, temperate,
and even in the southern regions. In Greece
they were common, and to heighten their shews
the Romans introduced them from Lybia.
They are now to be met with in China, Japan,
Arabia, Egypt,and as far as the island of Java.
Aristotle also speaks of white land bears, but
considers this difference in colour as accidental,
and originating from a defect in generation.
Thus the bear is a resident in all desart, moun-
tainous, and woody countries; but in open,
populous, and cultivated regions he is a stran-
ger. There are none in England or France,
except possibly a few in the most unfrequent-
ed mountains of the latter.

The bear is not only a savage but a solitary
animal ; he takes refuge in the most unfre-
quented places, and dangerous precipices of
uninhabited mountains: he chooses his den in
the most gloomy parts of the forests, in a ca-
vern hollowed out by time, or in the decayed
trunk of some old trce. Thither he retires
alone, and passes part of the winter without
cating or ever stirring abroad. Ile is not,

however,
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