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females seem to love their offspring with a fero

cious ardour. When they have brought forth

their fury is more violent and dangerous than

that of the males. They will expose them

selves to any danger, they will combat any

thing in defence oftheiryoung, which are not,

as the ancients have said, without form when

born, but attain their full growh nearly as

soon as other animals ; before they leave the

womb their formation is perfect, and if the

ftus, or young cub, seems at first glance to

be unformed, it is merely because there is, a

want of proportion in the body and members

of the grown bear ; and that the fths or

new-born animal, is more disproportioned than

the aged, is well known to be the case in all

SCCECS.

The bears couple in autumn ; and the fe

male is said to be more ardent than the male.

It is pretended that she lies on her back to

receive him, that she folds him with her paws,
and holds him a long time, but the fact is they

Copulate like other quadrupeds. Bears, while

confined with a chain, have been seen to copu
late and protluce, but bow long the females

go with young is not accurately known.

Aristotle has limited it to thirty days, a fict

which has never been contradicted, and which,

as I cannot authenticate, I will neither affirm
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