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nor deny, but assign my reasons for thinking it
doubtful: which are, first because the bearisa
large animal, and the larger the animal the
longer time 1s required for its formation in the
womb; secondly, because the young bear is
very slow of growth, follows the mother, and
requires her succour fora year or two ; thirdly,
because the female produces only from one to
four, and never more than five, a circumstance
common to all large animals who produace but
few and carry them long ; fourthly, because
the bear lives from 20 to 25 ycears, and the time
of gestation, and that of growth, are usually
proportioned to the duration of life. IFrom
ihese analagous principles I conclude that the
bear carrics her young several months. Be this
as it may, the mother takes the greatest care
of her offspring.  She brings forth in winter,
previous to which she provides a bed of hay
and moss at the bottom of her den, and suckles
her young till they are able to follow her in the
spring.  The male and female reside not toge-
ther, but have separate retreats, and that at a
distance from eachother.  When they cannot
find a cavern for a den they break and collect
brauches which having placed they cover with
herbs and leaves, so as to render it impenctra-
ble to rain.
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