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large (reels growing by the side of the s4rcam;

this they instantly set about cutting down, and

although it is sometimes much thicker than a

man'sbody, they very soon accomplish it with-'

out any other instrument than their four inci

sive teeth; and they always contrive to

make it fall across the stream; they next cut

off the top branches to make it lie level. These

operations are performed in common. Several

are employed at the foot of the tree in gnawing

it down, others sever the branches, while

others are, at the same time, engaged in parties

along the banks of the river in cutting smaller

trees, from the size of a man's leg to that of

his thigh; these being cut to a certain length,

they drag, by land, to the bri:k of the river,

and then by water to the place allotted for their

building; having pointed them at one end, they

sink them down at small distances from each

other, and then interweave them with pliant

branches ; the placing ofthese piles is the most

difficult part of their operations, but they

accomplish it by one party supporting the

thick end with their teeth, while others plunge

to the bottom and dig holes with their feet to

receivethe points that they may stand upright.

While some are thus employed, others bring

earth and clay, which they prepare for their

purpo
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