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distance and the smaller the part; for ifthe ex

tremities of the tails ofthese animals were very

sensible, the pain excited would prevail over

the inclination to mutilate, and they would pre

serve their tails with as much care as any

other part of their body.

The coati is an animal of prey, which sub

sists on flesh and blood, and iv 1iich, like the fox

or marten, destroys small animals ad poultry,

bunts for the nests of birds, and devours their

eggs; and it is, probably, from this conformi

ty of disposition, rather than from any resem

blance to the marten, that the coati has been

considered as a small species of the fox.

THE AGOUTI.

THE Agouti (fig. 98.) is about the size of'a

hare,and hasbeen considered by manywrilers as

a kind of rabbit, or large rat; yet it bears a re

mblance only in some trifling particulars to

either, and in its natural habits it essensially

differs


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


